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Behind these monster ships of Antony lay some
sixty Egyptian vessels of lesser size, commanded by
their Queen. The Antonian ships alone ran to five
hundred, and his army on the southern entrance to
the Gulf counted a hundred thousand, collected from
various European and Oriental races, unused to solid
war, depressed by the malaria which hangs about
that wet and low-lying coast leading up to the sharp
point of Actium, and the Roman levies had small
enthusiasm for a Roman general who, it was rumoured,
intended to fight on sea without their help. They
even petitioned him to stick to the battle by land
on which his fame as a gallant and energetic Roman
general had been won. How could a general resist
such an appeal ? But Antony waved it aside.

On the opposite shore under shelter of the long
promontory which would meet the point of Actium
but for the half-mile or so of water that forms the
mouth of the great Gulf, Octavian lay encamped
with an army slightly less in numbers but made up
of disciplined and fairly homogeneous Roman legion-
aries, some of whom might have fought under com-
mand of the great Caesar, murdered only thirteen
years before. The Octavian fleet was hanging out-
side on the open sea. Some of the ships were heavy
monsters like Antony's, but most of them lighter and
swifter, like the English ships under Drake, So there
was Antony, suffering the fate of every commander
who lays his fleet in a splendid harbour with a narrow
entrance, like the Bocche di Cattaro, for instance, or
the port in which the Spanish fleet at Cuba was
" bottled up " in 1898.

Realizing the danger, Antony ordered his huge
ships to break out through the narrow channel and
form line upon the open sea* Cleopatra with her
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